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LETTER FROM OUR CHAIR
Hello! 
     My name is Stephen. I cannot begin to express my gratitude for 

your support in coming and attending Furlingame, our small little furry 

convention, here in the gorgeous San Francisco Bay. By being here and 

a part of our brand new fuzzy family, you are the beginning of what 

we hope to be a place where our wonderful and vibrant community can 

flourish. Since we first started working on Furlingame, our mission has 

always been to provide our community something special and wonderful 

that hopefully will last a long time. Whether you like to take fursuit 

pictures, or enjoy the game room, or perhaps catch a panel or two, 

or maybe browse the dealer’s den, before shaking your tail at the 

rave or heading up to our party floor; we hope that you’ll have an 

unforgettable experience.

     I’ll keep this letter short, but, truly I cannot express my 

gratitude for every single one of you reading this letter and taking a 

chance on our small little event. I also cannot express enough thanks to 

the team of volunteer staff who have worked tirelessly to make this a 

reality. 
     My hope is that this inaugural weekend 

will be something that can only be 

described as magical. 

With that I say, 

welcome to Furlingame!

Your humble servant,

Stephen
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OUR CHARITY
Dogs4Diabetics has evolved to 
become the National Institute 
of Canine Service and Training 
(NICST), a trailblazer in the field 

of medical and 
wellness service 
dogs. Since 2004, 
we have trained 
dogs to alert to 
changes in blood 
sugar for people 

with diabetes, and we are now taking our industry-
leading science into the future with medical alert 
dogs trained to detect and respond to a broad 
range of health conditions. These include early 
alerts for hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia, seizure 
response, cardiac events, PTSD, panic attacks, 
and other critical physiological and neurological 
changes—providing individuals with greater 
independence, safety, and peace of mind. 
We know what these amazing animals can do 
for humans, and we are answering the call with 
responsive, forward-thinking innovation.
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COME PARTY 
WITH US 

AT OUR AD 
FESTIVAL!

CON STORE

OPEN DURING 
DEALERS DEN 
HOURS*
*Subject to change

Print All 
Over Tee

Please note: colors may differ in person

Enamel

Pin

Stickers
      +more!
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GUEST OF HONOR LIMEY
Hi! I am Limey. I started as an artist & plush maker in the Chinese 
My Little Pony community back in 2015. After years of hard work, 
honing my skills as a maker and creating innovative products, I 
am a proud contributing member of the U.S. Furry community. I 
specialize in making fursuits and well known accessories such as 
popsicle fursuit fans, fursuit visors and fursuit backpacks. 
 
It may sound corny but I do believe this has been the best and 
most fulfilling community/career/lifestyle I could ever have 
dreamed of. I treasure all of the friendships I have made as a 
furry and those yet to come. 
 
From the bottom of my heart, thanks for everything, and I’m 
looking forward to meeting more friends at Furlingame!

GUEST OF HONOR JUSTYNE
Meet Justyne Gurley, visual development and background 
designer at Spindlehorse Toons known for Helluva Boss and 
Hazbin Hotel. Justyne is an Academy of Art University graduate 
with over 5 years of industry experience under their belt. 
Alongside Spindlehorse, Justyne has worked with Kittensneeze 
Productions, Zamination, Pixar Co-op, Hummingbird Studios, 
Shockwave Animation, and Apeship Studios.
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CODE OF CONDUCT
General Rules
•     Treat all attendees, guests, performers, hotel sta!, and volunteers with 

respect. Inability to do so can result in removal from the event space and 
potential disqualification from attending future Furlingame conventions.

•     Furlingame is a 16+ convention. Anyone aged 16 or 17 must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

•     Keep clothing, language, and behavior appropriate for a general 16+ 
audience unless you’re in a designated 18+ event space.

•     Wear appropriate clothing in public areas (see Attire Guidelines below).
•     Smoking, cannabis use, vaping or the use of products that produce vapor 

is allowed only in designated smoking areas.
•     Alcohol may only be consumed in approved areas within the hotel, and 

should not be consumed in public areas where state law would prohibit such 
consumption.

•     Attendees are expected to respect the hotel rules, any local ordinances in 
e!ect, all California State laws and all federal laws of the USA. Failure to do 
so will result in removal from the event space and potential disqualification 
from attending future Furlingame conventions.

•     Certain panels or areas may have age or access restrictions, please follow 
sta! directions and event markers for 18+ events at all times.

Appropriate Attire Guidelines
Your outfit should be safe, decent, and suitable for public spaces when in a 
normal public setting. Some events will be classified as 18+ in the convention 
booklet and will have sta! able to give information for these events. 18+ events 
may feature a relaxed clothing policy, in which case please refer to the con book 
or the event space for event-specific clothing allowances. At any point if you are 
unsure, speak to a member of sta!.

General Attire Requirements
•     Size and safety: Costumes must not block hallways or create tripping 

hazards. There should always be space for two way tra"c.
•     Public Decency: Shirts, pants (or skirts/shorts), and footwear must be 

worn in all public convention areas.
•     Undergarments: Avoid clothing that reveals or grossly accentuates 

genitals, buttocks, or chest areas when in public PG-16 areas. If it wouldn’t be 
appropriate at your local pool, it isn’t appropriate in public areas.

•     Form-Fitting Clothing: Undergarments (bras, underwear, jockstraps, etc.) 
must stay covered in public convention spaces.

•     Leashes, Collars, and Harnesses: Leashes must not be attached to or held 
by another person, or left to drag along the floor, as this can cause serious 
risk of injury to yourself and others.

•     Emotionally or Socially Charged: Avoid costumes or symbols that could 
reasonably make others feel threatened or unsafe. In some cases, you may 
be asked to cover up a tattoo or symbol if sta! deem it a requirement for the 
continued enjoyment of other attendees at the convention. In extreme cases 
we may require you to change out of extremely o!ensive costumes.

•     Overall Expectations: When in doubt: if you wouldn’t wear it in a public 
space like a hotel lobby, don’t wear it here.

After Dark / 18+ Areas
These spaces may allow for more relaxed attire, but you must still cover areas 
typically covered by a swimsuit. Sta! will clearly mark and monitor all 18+ areas. 

These event areas will include a coat check area to allow for changing attire 
within the designated event space.

Miscellanea
This policy may be modified at any time in the interest of attendee safety. 
Furlingame reserves the right to make a final determination on the suitability of 
any clothing, costume, or prop in convention space. 

Harassment & Conduct
Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. This includes physical, verbal, 
sexual, or written behavior that makes others feel unsafe or unwelcome.
•     Zero tolerance for any form of violence, be it spoken, physical or visual.
•     Consent is mandatory: Costumes and fursuits are not consent. Do not 

touch or photograph anyone without explicit permission. NO means NO.
•     Respect personal boundaries. If someone asks you to leave them alone, 

this needs to be respected.
•     False reports made in bad faith are also treated as harassment and may be 

referred to law enforcement.
• Violating these rules may result in warnings, badge revocation and removal 

from the convention, or, in extreme cases, referral and involvement of local 
law enforcement.

Prohibited Activities
You may be removed from the convention, without refund, for:
•     Unauthorized photography, video, or audio recording in forbidden areas 

(e.g. 18+ event spaces), when consent is expressly denied, or for commercial 
purposes without the express written consent from Furlingame itself.

•     Posting or distributing materials outside designated areas, using non-
designated areas for postcards/advertisements.

•     Displaying hate symbols or messages.
•     Actions that create hazards or impede convention sta! or operations from 

functioning in a normal manner.

Convention Rights
•     Badges are non-transferable and remain the property of Furlingame 

throughout the convention and serve as proof-of-payment at the convention.
•     Your badge must be visible at all times and shown to sta! when 

requested.
•     Furlingame may refuse or revoke admission at any time without refund 

if breaches of the Code of Conduct are suspected, inclusive of a ban from 
future Furlingame events in exceptional circumstances.

•     By attending, you consent to being photographed or recorded in public 
convention areas.

•    Dealers are responsible for their own transactions. Furlingame does not 
guarantee any goods or services.

•     Furlingame may change event schedules, panels, or guest appearances 
without notice.

•     Furlingame is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged property, or for 
injuries sustained during attendance during the convention.

This policy may be modified at any time in the interest of attendee safety. 
Furlingame reserves the right to make a final determination on the suitability of 
any clothing, costume, or prop in convention space.

Reporting Issues
If you experience or witness a violation, please report it to:
•     Any member of Furlingame sta! or FLARE sta!, or
•     The Info Desk located in the main convention area.

Reports will be handled confidentially and seriously.
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COMPANY FOR 
THE UNACCOMPANIED

by Rich Chew

Over the whine of high bypass turbofans, two flight attendants gossiped 
as they sat side by side in their jump seats.  There was little else that 
they could do as Flight 385 clawed its way into the stratosphere.  Yara, a 
younger fennec vixen, said, “You really should strap in, you know.”

Patti, an older Turkish angora cat shrugged and buckled her restraints.  
“You know, when you’ve logged as many miles as I have, you can feel 
when these things are really needed.”  Settling in, she asked, “What can 
you tell me about the passengers on this flight?”

Yara replied, “Well, apparently, not many people like the redeye from New 
Yak to San Franciscolt.  There are three infants on board, but what really 
has me worried is that cub in the last row.  I tried talking to him, but he 
doesn’t understand English, and no one else on the flight speaks Russian.”

With ears twitching irritably, Patti said, “I can’t believe his parents let him 
fly by himself.  He seems absolutely terrified.”

Yara replied with a slight droop in her ears.  “There’s nothing we can do 
about it.  I hope this flight isn’t too much for him.”

Patti said, “We can check on him after the plane levels out.  On the bright 
side, he has the entire row to himself; no one will bother him.”

Frowning, Yara stated, “I don’t know if that’s a good thing.”

As the flight attendants had described, a Kamchatka brown bear cub 
dressed in warm, casual clothing was the only occupant in the rear row of 
the main cabin.  He clung to his ushanka as if it were a life preserver as he 
trembled, eye closed, muttering under his breath.

A high-pitched voice broke him out of his reverie.  “Hey, are you all right?”

Startled, the cub turned toward the aisle.  The once-empty seat now had 
small calico kitten who wore similar attire, although she wore a skirt and 
stockings instead of pants.  He stared into her odd eyes for a moment 
before he managed to spit out in Russian, “I don’t understand you.”

The kitten replied in kind, “Are you all right?  You look you’ve seen a 
ghost.”

“No.  I’m scared.”

“Why?”

“I’m afraid of flying.”

“Why?  It’s safer than biking to school.”

“Safe?” exclaimed the cub.  “Do you know how many people died in the 
last accident?”

“That was on the runway.  Now that we’re in the air, ground control will 
make sure no one gets too close.  The flight crew will also be keeping an 
eye on things using the plane’s radar.”

“What if the engines break?”

“Have you ever made a paper airplane?”  The cub nodded.  “It flies without 
an engine.  The plane would become a glider.  The crew will have minutes 
to find a place to land.”

“If they can’t?  And do you remember what the Monsters of Flight 385 did 
to kids like you and me?”

The kitten’s ears drooped as she looked away.  With sadness, she said, 
“Kids like you.  And me.  I do.”  Her ears canted forward as she turned 
back to him.  With eyes glistening, she continued.  “But that was ages ago.  
These things are so rare.  We’ll just have to hope for the best and prepare 
for the worst.”

The cub grumped, “Easy for you to say.  I bet nothing scares you.”

The plane began to level o!.  The kitten exclaimed, “Oh, no!  I need to get 
back to my seat before I get in trouble!”  With that, she scurried o!.

After she secured her beverage cart, Yara joined Patti on the jump seats.  
As the vixen buckled herself in, she asked, ‘Did you make any headway 
with the cub?”

The unrestrained cat replied, “I tried pantomime, but I think I just confused 
the poor thing.”

Yara said, “I tried pointing on the drink menu, but he kept choosing 
cocktails.  You should have seen the face he made when he realized his 
drink was just water with a cherry in it.”

Patti chuckled.  “At least he seems to have calmed down, at least a little.”

Yara replied, “This time around, it seemed as though he were looking for 
something, or someone.”
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After the drink cart was stowed in the galley, a familiar face peered into 
the last row.  The cub said, “You came back!”

The kitten asked, “Mind if I join you?”

The cub replied, “I was afraid you’d never ask.”

The kitten asked cautiously, “Are you sure?  You’re not afraid of me?”

“Why would I be afraid of you?” asked the cub.

“Because of these.”  The kitten pointed to her eyes.

The cub noted that her left eye was the same ice blue as his, but her right 
eye was hazel.  “Your eyes?  I think they’re pretty.”

The kitten gave a shy smile. “Thanks.  Everyone else calls me a witch, or 
worse.”  She sighed.  “I never introduced myself.  I’m Koshka Kuznets.”  
She curtsied before seating herself.

The cub smiled.  “Sasha Semyonovich.  Why are you going to San 
Franciscolt?”

Koshka answered, “I’m going to see my mother and my little sister.”  Her 
smile twisted into a frown as her ears drooped.  “They moved across 
the ocean to get away from my father.  I’ve written to them.”  Her frown 
deepened.  “My sister says I’m dead to her.”

Sasha replied, ‘What is it that you told me?  Hope for the best and prepare 
for the worst?”

The kitten’s expression brightened.  “You’re right.  Tell me Sasha, why are 
you going to San Franciscolt by yourself?”

“I’m going to the international chess tournament. One of the juniors had 
to drop at the last minute, and my father couldn’t a!ord tickets for both of 
us.”

“You must be really good.”

Sasha pu!ed out his chest.  “I’m the country’s second best in my division.”  
Brightly, he said, “Hey, maybe you could teach me English and I can teach 
you chess!”

With the tip of her tail twitching excitedly, Koshka replied, “I’d like that.  
Why don’t we start with introductions?  We’ll say it in Russian, and then I’ll 
say it in English.”

“Okay.”

Koshka said, “I’m Koshka.  I’m pleased to meet you.”  As promised, she 
said in English, “I’m Koshka.  I’m pleased to meet you.”

Sasha answered, “I’m Sasha.  You have pretty eyes.”
Smiling brightly, Koshka said in English, “I’m Sasha.  You have pretty eyes.”

“Thank you, Sasha.  Will you be my friend?”  She repeated in English with 
unbridled sincerity.

While Yona secured the meal cart, Patti asked from the jump seat, “How’s 
our special cub doing?  He actually gave me a smile when I passed.”

As she crossed the distance to her seat, Yara replied, “He’s keeping himself 
occupied.  I’ve never seen anyone playing chess with themself before.”

Patti chuckled.  “It must be embarrassing to lose to yourself.”

Yara replied, “That wasn’t the strangest thing.  He tried to introduce 
himself in English.”

Raising an eyebrow, Patti said, “Maybe it’s something he learned from 
television.”

“It sounded like it was his first time.  I asked where he learned, but he 
didn’t understand.”

“He must have found himself a friend.  I wonder why they didn’t say 
anything when we were asking for people who spoke Russian.”
Sasha poked at the undulating synthetic food block.  It was unclear 
whether the fluorescent orange was supposed to be an invitation or a 
warning.  A familiar face looked in from the aisle and asked in English, 
“May I join you?”

In a heavy accent, Sasha used his English rescue phrase.  “No understand.”

Koshka said in Russian, “May I join you?”  She then repeated in English.

“Please,” replied Sasha.  As the kitten settled in, Sasha asked, “Are you 
ready for a real game now?”

Nodding, Koshka replied, “Yes, but only if you promise to play your 
hardest.”

“But you’re a beginner.”

“I need to know what I’ve learned.  After that, we’ll have you do some 
writing.”

Sasha said, “I promise.  Your move.”  He moved a miniature chess set to 
Koshka’s tray table.
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From his bed in the crowded hospital room, Sasha read the Russian 
captions as the newscaster spoke in English.  His plane was in the 
background.  It looked as though a giant had taken a mouthful from the 
top.  

The stallion on the screen said, “And in today’s top story, we have what 
the authorities are calling a miracle.  As you can see behind me, Flight 
385 from New Yak to San Franciscolt lost part of its fuselage mid-flight.  
Despite the damage, the crew managed to make an emergency landing.  
While there were some critical injuries, no lives were lost.  

A wolf in an airline uniform came up to the bed and cleared his throat.  
Sasha said in Russian, “Mr. Ivan, did you find her?”

The wolf shook his head.  “I’m sorry, Sasha.  There’s no record of a Koshka 
Kuznets being on the flight.  There are a couple of people who want to 
see, you, though.”  Ivan stepped aside, revealing Yara and Patti sitting in 
wheelchairs.

Ivan translated for the group as they spoke.

Yara said, “Hi, Sasha.  We just had to make sure you were all right.”

Patti added, “You saved my life.  If it hadn’t been for your note, I’d be 
gone.”

Sasha said, “Koshka told be to do that.”

“Who’s Koshka?” asked Patti.  “The note said, ‘Kitty’.”

“She’s a calico kitten, a bit younger than me.”

Ivan interjected, “You know, ‘koshka’ is Russian for a girl cat.”

Patti fished out a locket and opened it.  “Did she look like that?”

“That’s her!” exclaimed the cub.  “Do you know where she is?”

Sadly, Patti nodded her head.  “I’m sorry.  My big sister was the last victim 
of the Monsters of Flight 385.”

The kitten said, “Let’s do it like when you were teaching; we won’t have to 
move the set back and forth.”

Sasha shrugged and returned the set to his tray table.

Koshka started just as Sasha had taught her.  “Pawn to King 4.”

After four straight wins Sasha said, “You are doing very well for a 
beginner.”

Koshka replied, “Thank you for playing your hardest; I’m learning a lot.  
Let’s have you do some writing, and then I want to try one more game.”

Several minutes later, Sasha said, “Done.”

Nodding, Kosha said, “Don’t forget who gets which note.  When they 
reply, we can start on reading.”

Grumpily, Sasha said, “That was hard.”

“I know.  Are you okay if I play white?”

Sasha replied, “Of course.”

Koshka said, “Pawn to King Knight 4.”

Puzzled, Sasha said, “That makes no sense.”  He immediately went on the 
attack.

Koshka shrugged.  “It’s called the Grob.”  Sasha raised an eyebrow at the 
explanation.  Kashka continued.  “It’s named after a person, not a thing.”

This time, Yara finished first.  As Patti settled into the jump seat, Yara 
asked, “Did the cub pass you a note, too?”

Patti nodded.  “He looked so cute when he did.  I don’t know who is 
helping him, but I’m not complaining.”

Yara showed o! the childish scrawl on her note.  “It looks like he’s taking 
baby steps.”

Patti opened her note.  For a moment, she froze.  Her ears flattened as 
her hands flew to her seatbelt.  She’d scarcely managed to secure herself 
before there was a sharp crack followed immediately by a monstrous roar.  

A rush of wind nearly tore everyone from their seats as everything that 
was loose flew away.  Oxygen masks strained against the pull before their 
hoses yielded.  For everyone in the passenger compartment, things faded 
to black.
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The San Mateo County Health HIV/STI Program provides 
confidential, free or low-cost services to prevent, test for 
and treat HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STI) for 

people across San Mateo County. Services include walk in and 
scheduled HIV and STI testing, mobile and community- based 
testing, free-at home testing kits (https://takemehome.org/ ) 

and prevention options such as PreP, PEP and DoxyPeP. 
The program also offers education, counseling and harm 

reduction resources to help people stay healthy and reduce the 
spread of HIV and STIs. 

 
In addition, clients can access in-person care at the Edison 
STI Clinic, as well as linkage to medical care and supportive 

services for people living with HIV. This includes care 
coordination, partner services and connection to housing, 

food, mental health and other community resources. 
 

More information about us can be found on our website:
http://www.smchealth.org/hivstds

This year, we will be supporting Furlingame by offering HIV 
and STI Testing on Friday, Apr. 3 and Saturday, Apr. 4 from 
12 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday, Apr. 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
We will also be tabling at the event all weekend to provide 

harm reduction supplies and educational materials to 
participants at the event.
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THANKS STAFF

Leadership
Chair: Stephen
Vice Chair: Drea
Venue Liaison: zozo
Chief of Staff: yoyo

Audio / Visual Team
Lead: Wing Song
Deputies: Coach, Mint
Staff: Blue Coyote, 
Cute-Izzy, Ja-Sun, Kenya Not, 
Sam (Ocelynk), Winchester

Charity Team
Lead: Matsi
Staff: flurrabell, Tabbicus, 
wolfyLion

Dealer’s Den Team
Co-Leads: Mike “Screw Loose” 
Carney & Rebel

Design Team
Lead: Rabbitasaur
Art Staff: Floofie Drawz, 
yourfriendren.com, @65RATS
Con Book Staff: Audreen “Maud 
Pie”, Sterling_NW

Events & Programming 
Team
Director: Carbon
Deputy: Cinder
Panel Staff: Marshy, NeverBehave
After Dark Festival: Dismal
Party Floor: Shugnussy

IT Team
Lead: Bramble Wah
Staff: Tabitha, Tsaukpaetra

Marketing Team
Lead: Claud Tiger
Deputy: AquaCatt
Photographer: @np_sub

Operations Team
Operations Director: H2o
ConOps Lead: Kloree Stripes
ConOps Staff: Fixit Wrenches, 
guguke, Leon
Hospitality Lead: rich-online
Logistics Staff: Bob the Builder
Gopher Lead: SGT. Ardent
Gopher Staff: Tiny Equine, TL 
Tea, Yogurt
With Special Thanks to FLARE

Registration Team
Staff: Corvus Swiftwing 
(the badge dragon), Diva, 
mousesocks, Rachel “Lyfett” 
McBurney

Are you bored between panels and events? Come to Con Ops to 
sign up as a Gopher to help as-needed and where-needed.
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