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AVERY LONG

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

This year has brought a lot of changes. While
change is exciting, it can also be incredibly stressful!

Through it all, the one thing I've found that helps the
most is the people we choose to surround ourselves

with.

As of right now, I officially made my move to
Maine. Leaving New York—the only home I've ever
known—was daunting, but I've fallen completely in
love with Portland and this beautiful state. It's definitely
tough being so far away from my mom and brother,
but building this new chapter with my husband and
the friends I've made here in New England makes it all
worth it. Plus, I've become quite the frequent flier to visit my old home!

The New England furry community is truly special. I felt that magic before I even started this
journey, and I've continued to feel it year in and year out as I've chaired Furcationland. I feel it even more
deeply now that this is the place I call home. I see the Furcationland staff as my family. I don’t know
many other events where the team gets together for summer barbecues, takes group trips to Six Flags, or
gathers after the winter holidays just to have a second celebration with their fur family.

Putting together an event like this as an unpaid volunteer is a massive undertaking. There are
moments when the sheer amount of blood, sweat, and tears can feel overwhelming. I've certainly gotten
emotional, and I've watched my staff—my family—push themselves to the limit because of how much
they love what they do. In the hardest moments, it's easy to ask, “Is it really worth it? Will anyone notice
the effort?” But the second we are on the ground making this convention happen for all of you, the
answer becomes incredibly clear.

I hope it shows just how much heart our team has poured into making this the most fun event
possible! We're keeping our pawdigits crossed for good weather this weekend. We can't wait to see all
you animals playing games, relaxing in the beer garden, listening to live music, sampling treats from
the food trucks, and checking out our expanded car show. Furthermore, I'm delighted to announce that
we are returning to Monument Square, where the Fursuit Parade will proceed directly this year, weather
permitting. (Déja vu!)

As our attendance grows, we continue to expand our footprint into Portland. Please take a look
at the ads in the con book and on our stream, FCL TV. We highly encourage taking a walk or a ride
to support the local businesses that have partnered with us. Many of them have spoken so highly of
Furcationland and absolutely can’t wait to see you fuzzballs walk through their doors!

I hope this letter conveys just how invaluable our staff and volunteers are. If someone working
at our event does something you appreciate, please let them know! A simple “thank you” is the only
paycheck we receive, and it truly means the world to us.

Without further ado, I'd
like to welcome everyone
to Furcationland 2026:
Harbor Howl!
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OUR CHARITY: SHORT FOLKS FOR HOPE

Greetings from The Short Family and Short Folks For Hope Foundation! We are so grateful to be designated the
Furcationland 2026 charity. We are humbled and amazed by the support we receive at the Furcationland events, and
we thank you all for helping us make a difference in the lives of cancer warriors and their families.

Short Folks For Hope Foundation is a 501(c)(3) cancer support charity located in South Paris, Maine, established

in September 2012. After receiving my breast cancer diagnosis in July 2010, my husband and our three children
swiftly discovered that a cancer diagnosis impacts the entire family. The kind support we received from others
during my cancer journey and the precious time I have spent with other cancer warriors over the years are a source
of inspiration and hope for me. I am grateful to be in remission and able to continue to help others in their cancer
journeys. Every day is a gift.

I founded Short Folks For Hope Foundation with the mission to empower, encourage and celebrate cancer warriors
of all ages, and to inspire and provide opportunities for youth to be creative, compassionate members of our
communities. We are 100% volunteer operated and directed.

Your donations enable Short Folks For Hope Foundation to:

+ Support cancer warriors of all ages with hope-fostering interaction, mentoring, and our special projects

» Provide personalized Hope Bear Encouragement Packs to cancer warriors and Angel Bear Memory Gifts to
bereaved families

» Creatively fulfill small wishes for cancer warriors and assist with travel costs for cancer treatment

» Make visits with cancer warriors and youth with life-threatening illnesses at respite camps, homes and special
events with our Furry Ambassadors, Lagoona the Dutch Angel Dragon and Mama Bear Kalliope, as well as
our Supers For Hope and Princesses For Hope characters

 Sing for hospice patients

+ Support cancer care organizations that provide high-quality services free of charge to patients and their
families

+ Inspire and provide opportunities for youth to help other recognize outstanding youth charitable efforts

Thank you all for your support. Enjoy Furcationland 2026, Harbor Howi!

;6‘05/&_/1/ Furcationland has raised a total of

Kristen Short s 28,5 17.71

Founder/Executive Director
Short Folks For Hope Foundation for Short Folks For Hope!

Let’s work together to raise even
more money for the loveliest folks!
Donate with your phone via the QR

FOUNDATION
www.S‘\OPth“S.O"ﬁ code.




GUEST OF HONOR

CAMP MUSTELID

We're pleased to introduce our
Guest of Honor, Camp Mustelid!
Local Portland residents Bird
Warde and Marc Mendes have
been creating camping and
wildlife-inspired apparel and
accessories since 2019. Camp
Mustelid’s mission is to produce
goodies for all the naturalists out
there, and inspire everyone to
engage with the great outdoors!

After their first camping trip to
Acadia National Park here in
Maine, the duo became smitten
with camping both recreationally
and creatively. They developed an
idea for a “digital campground”
from which they could draw in
people’s imaginations. Thousands
of merit badges later, their
imaginary world has expanded
Camp Mustelid into a festivals,
pop-up’s, and retail stores.

Since their online store opened,
Bird and Marc have worked with
' noteworthy organizations like

the National Audubon Society,
Target, and Hot Topic to bring their woodsy flair around the country. They've also partnered
with small businesses and nature centers who have commissioned them for design and art
campaigns made to drum up interest for our wildlife!

HTTPS:IIWWW.CAMPMUSTELID.COM
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GUEST OF HONOR

BEARIC

Bearic is a singer-songwriter that is fond of
many genres but prefers to label himself as
“alt-pop, indie-rock”. Originally from New
Hampshire, Bearic's sound is the mixture of
his musical theater-trained vocals combined
into a capella harmonies with the staccato
hits of rock-oriented music. When writing and
producing his songs, Bearic begs for the most
sound out of whatever instrument he’s using
at the time, including his own vocal cords.
Before moving to California, Bearic has been
involved in multiple musical projects, with the
most notable creatively being Full Color, an
all-Furry rock band, and Morse Code Mishap,
an acoustic duo-ship that ended with the
release of a self-produced EP created during
the pandemic. Now that he’s on the opposite
side of the country, Bearic has been honing his
craft as an independent musician, slowly but
surely becoming his own one-bear band.

Originally known as “Shaffy”, Bearic joined the

=8 . furry community formally sometime around
2016. The choice of species was never a mystery to him — bears have always been strangely
associated with his life ever since childhood. In 2021, post-pandemic Bearic followed his long-
standing dream and moved to California by himself, beginning a new life and leaving behind
his old one, including (regrettably) how involved he was in the furry community. However, in
2024, Bearic realized that his lack of involvement was legitimately making his life worse, so he
returned to the community with a passion and an updated character ref sheet. You could say
that Bearic is reaching his 10-year annifursary — just don't point out the gray spots, please.

In New England, Bearic's voice carried him as an award-winning talent ever since high

school. He's the lead vocalist in his old a capella group's cover of “Send Me On My Way" that
accumulated 300k views on Youtube, he has been a featured voice on the Kathie Lee & Hoda
show with the same said group, and has landed gigs as a wedding singer outside of working

his ‘normie’ 9-to-5 job. Initially a vocalist and pianist only, Bearic has been learning ukelele,
bass, drums, and guitar while also delving into music production with the aid of his Californian
connections. With his guitar and a dream, Bearic feels he is finally coming into his own as an
independent songwriter, with his first performance of his hour-long acoustic set being here at
Furcationland 2026. Bearic could not be prouder for this to be the venue of his debut and hopes
you'll join him in concert to see it live!

HTTPS:/ITIKTOK.COMI@BEARICBEARIC || HTTPS://INSTAGRAM.COMIBEARICMUSIC
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FURPOCALYPSE 2026:
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HALLOWEEN FURRY CONVENTION

OCTOBER 29 - NOVEMBER 1

DOUBLETREE - STAMFORD, CT
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Fursuit Part Commissions Always Open!

2 L AR S P N
Premade and Custom fursuits! Custom Badge Commissions

10% off complete menu at Little Tap House for all Furcationland attendees.
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MAIN® EVENTS

FRIDAY

FCL Daybreak - 9:30 - 10:00 AM

Kick off each April morning at Furcationland with FCL Daybreak, the fuzziest morning show
in town! Join the ever-energetic Kovu and Tanq as they lay out the events of the day and sit down
for a chat with special guests.

Opening Ceremonies - 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Welcome to Furcationland 2026! Join us as we kick off another fantastic year, introduce our
Captains (a.k.a. the directors), and give you a sneak peek at everything we have in store for you
this weekend. Let the Harbor Howl begin!

Meet the Guests of Honor (Panel 2) - 12:30 - 1:30 PM

Join us for a special spotlight on this year’s incredible Guests of Honor, Bird and Bearic!

Meet the Charity (Panel 2) - 4:00 - 5:00 PM

Stop by to learn about our incredible charity partner, Short Folks For Hope. Learn about
their mission, the incredible work they do, and how you can help support their cause throughout
the weekend.

Fursuit Games - 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Come get in on the action at this year's Fursuit Games! Suit up, get silly, and cheer on your
favorites!

Supersponsor Dinner - 8:00 - 10:00 PM

A special thank you to our Supersponsors and Ultrasponsors! Enjoy a delicious meal and
some great company as our way of showing appreciation for your generous support.

SATURDAY

FCL Daybreak - 9:30 - 10:00 AM
Kick off each April morning at Furcationland with FCL Daybreak!

Fursuit Line-Up, Photo & Parade - 12:30 - 2:00 PM

Calling all fursuiters! Gather in Maine Events for a massive group photo before we take to
the streets for Furcationland's fursuit parade!

Menagerie of Portland (Monument Square) - 1:30 - 3:30 PM

Meet us at Monument Square after the fursuit parade for some mischief and shenanigans!
Feel free to hang out, strike a pose, and engage with the locals.

20



MAIN® EVENTS

SATU RDAY(CONTINUED)

The Boardwalk Fair (Free Street Lot) - 3:00 - 8:00 PM

All hands on deck for the FCL block party! We've got a whole host of activities including
lawn games, live music, food trucks, and plenty more harbor surprises!
% Check out our Local Events page in the conbook to learn more!

Car Show (Free Street Lot) - 5:00 - 8:00 PM

Calling all furry gearheads! Wash off that road salt and get your ride ready for
Furcationland’s third annual car show!

Fursuit Dance Competition - 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Unleash your inner animal and get ready to groove! It's time to don your paws, fluff your
tails, and strut your stuff at Furcationland’s electrifying dance competition!

SUNDAY

FCL Daybreak - 9:30 - 10:00 AM
Kick off each April morning at Furcationland with FCL Daybreak!

Moochie Music - 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM

I'm Moochie, and | love two things: saxophone and electronic music! So, | decided to take
it upon myself to start a project creating what | call ‘saxophone electronica’ and perform it at furry
cons around the US!

Bearic: Live in Concert - 12:30 - 1:30 PM

Join Guest of Honor, Bearic, as he brings his acoustic set of original music to the stage!

FCL Freestyle - 2:30 - 4:.00 PM

Fursuit Dance Comp got you hyped and wanna see more? Join us for this improv dance
event where fursuiters and non-suit dancers compete to see who's the G.O.A.T. of the cypher.
Express yourself at FCL Freestyle!

Charity Auction - 5:00 - 6:00 PM

Going once, going twice... SOLD! Here's your chance to bid on unique items while
supporting a fantastic cause, the Short Folks for Hope!

Closing Ceremonies - 6:00 - 7:00 PM

The final ship whistle blows as we pull into port! We'll announce the grand totals raised
for our charity, share some fun con highlights, and send Furcationland 2026 off in style. It's not
goodbye - it's just until the next show!
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LOCAL EVENTS
:: SATURDAY ::

MENAGERIE OF PORTLAND

@ Monument Square - 1:30 - 3:30 PM
Meet us at Monument Square after the fursuit parade for some mischief and shenanigans!
We will have an information desk and headless lounge and will have photographers wandering

the space. Feel free to hang out, strike a pose, and engage with the locals.

THE BOARDWALKFAIR
@ Free Street Lot - 3:00 - 8:00 PM

LIVE MUSIC!! @ the Fair || 3:00 - 7:00 PM
Cinna Skunk in Concert - 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Bearic - 4:00 - 5:00 PM
Pepper Coyote LIVE in Maine - 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Wolfears - 6:00 - 7:00 PM

The Beer Garden (21+) || 3:00 - 8:00 PM

brought to you by the Social
Swing by our outdoor beer garden to enjoy a refreshing selection of craft beers and seaside
cocktails. Relax in the festive atmosphere and sip on your favorites while taking in the sights and

sounds of the fair.

The Car Show |L5 :00 - 8:00 PM

Calling all furry gearheads! Wash off that road salt and get your ride ready for Furcationland's
third annual car show! This year, we're roaring into a new, larger parking lot with even more space
to showcase your automotive love. Think your ride has what it takes to turn heads and steal the

show? Enter your car here!

Check out the food trucks available at the fair!
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Bags, Keychains,
Apparel, Plushies, Stickers,
Flags, Blankets, and More!

Find us at these upcoming cons:
Furgoddaboutlt, Anthrohio, FWA, AC, Tekko, AWU
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MAGIC MUSTELIDS'

High Quality Custom
Toony Fursuits made
in New England!




ANTHER ROUND

CAFE + BAR + BOARD GAMES
Less than a 5 minute gallop away
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129 Spring St. « Portland, ME

15% off for Furcationland attendees
Closed on Sunday 4/12

Soft, fluffy shave ice on top
of house-made ice cream with

fresh, natural fruit syrups.

Gluten-free and dairy-free options available

FOR MORE INFO:
n Zephyr Ice

Zephyr_Ice
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